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Memorandum on Meeting with Peter Lisagor, Chicago Daily News, 

Hugh SideL Time & Life, and Marguerite Higgins, at lunch, Sept. 3, 19 C3 
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I have been saying for several months that the US would not 
attempt to "play God"; that the US could not scurry about plotting and 
pulling strings on puppets in a country like Viet- Nam. The US could 
not play God for three reasons: (1) it would undermine our efforts to 
build viable political systems throughout Asia; (2) it would fee v 

Vietnames Government to a charge of being a US puppet and set back 
the war effort; and (3) the CIA did not have the skill, the eptness or 
the perceptiveness into Asian societies to bring it off. 
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All I have been paying for months. It remains true. 

What has happened here is that Nhu beat up the Pagodas without the 
Army knowing about it. It was an attempt to tar the Army with this 
brush and the US. The purpose was to lead the US around by the nose 
to demonstrate to all of Viet-Nam that we were controllable. Faced 
with tMs action and these motives, the US had to show Diem- Nhu and 
the Vietnamese people that the US could not be made a puppet. It is 
true that we don’t have the leverage that some think we do in calling the 
tune in a country we are helping, but we are not and cannot be their 
complete puppets. The motive behind the statement that the Army was 
not to blame was not an "invitat ion to rebe llion" in exactly that sense. 

l lu , ^ ^ did and was intended to put 

ill concerned on notice that it was winning the war that we were concerned 
tfith and that if the Vietnamese chose to change their government, we 
rare not committed to Diem, the personality. It seemed to me that it 
ras not ’fen invitation to rebellion!} 




As far as the VOA broadcast was concerned, this was a slip, 
as they all knew. We did intend the Vietnamese to understand what 
we believe is the truth; that is, that if the Vie tnam ese Government does 
not pull up their socks and give us a government that we can continue 
to support, then Congressional and public opinion will force at least a 
drastic reduction in aid. By our statement about the Generals, we 
intended to convey this notion although the statement implying that a 
decision to cut aid had been made was press speculation that the V OA 
had picked up. 
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To recapitulate; the US has not and does not intend to "play God"; 
by its actions in the last two weeks it has intended to make it clear to the 
Vietnamese Government, people and Army ^ that the GW must give us a 
government that we can continue to support, that the US was 
would not be a puppet and unwilling ally to whatever a government we 
were helping decided to do without consideration for our principles and 
public opinion; and that we were not committed to any personality or 
government but to a set of principles which we were 
feat the decision as to their government was up to fee people J let N 
themselves, so if they chose tg/change that government 

■ymijilH T fee problem of our continued support just as we would 

achange of government in 4 of our allies. 



Roger Hilsman 
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